
 
 
 

 

 

 
Military Summit Audience Begins to Grow 
Governor Purdue hosted over 500 people from across the 
state and every NC Military Base to discuss North 
Carolina’s status and future role in supporting our 
military bases and communities.  The State is home to a 
large military contingent but falls way behind in the 
amount of DOD contract dollars that come to the state.  
The group heard from the leaders at the bases and 
community leaders regarding the issues of sustainability, 
encroachment, education of military dependents and so 
much more.  Clearly evident was the partnership and 
strong working relationship between the State and 
Community Leaders and the military bases. 
 
Highway 87 
Growth along and out from the Highway 87 corridor has 
been steady and housing options continue to increase 
almost daily.  New construction at Lexington Plantation 
and North Ridge as well as various other developments 
in the area continues at a steady pace. 
Joining the residential development is the start of more 
commercial enterprises.  Recently the new Liberty Gas 
Station opened its doors joined by Quiznos and a postal 
franchise.   
Brokers are busy promoting their sites to banks, medical 
offices, grocery stores and much more.  The promise of 
more offerings for the residents is strong and the increase 
in rooftops adds to the interest. 

 
Highway 401 Lillington 
Flags are flying along Hwy. 401 as DOT’s contractor 
begins to layout the work ahead. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Food Lion Distribution Center Update   
Construction at Food Lion Distribution Center in Dunn is 
moving along.  The 64,000 square foot expansion will 
bring the distribution center to a total of 1.3 million 
square feet.  Food Lion’s goal to resume perishable 
operations is mid-February.  
 
Brightwater Campus 
The Brighwater Science and Technology Campus is 
changing daily.  Infrastructure projects are building 
roads, adding water and sewer lines and soon the electric, 
fiber and cable will join natural gas along Brightwater 
Drive, Amber Leaf and Crested Iris.  The work is the 
result of grants received from EDA, NC Rural Center and 
Golden Leaf supporting the vision held by Harnett 
County and the Harnett Forward Together Committee.  
The vision is really taking shape. 
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  Harnett Health System Central Campus 

 
  Harnett Health System site continues to take shape 

. 
Building at topping off ceremony 

Workers, community leaders and citizens came together 
on October 28, 2011 to celebrate the finalization of 
structural work.  The view of the hospital from 401 
improves every day and each day brings this project 
closer to a reality. 

Brightwater Business Park 
Have you seen all the grading work going on in the 
Business Park across from Matthews Road?  Soon 
construction will begin on the First Choice Community 
Health Center. (Below is groundbreaking photo.) 

 

 
Workers are busy preparing the First Choice site for 
construction in Brightwater Business Park 
 

The Brightwater, Inc. Board of Directors received its 
501c3 status and is meeting monthly to ensure the vision 
for the Campus and Park continues on the path to 
success.  The Architectural Review Committee of the 
Board reviews all plans of companies building in these 
parks and makes recommendations to the HFTC Board. 

Harnett Forward Together Committee (HFTC) hired 
Grubb & Ellis a well-known brokerage firm to help with 
the recruiting of research and development and light 
manufacturing firms to the Brightwater Science and 
Technology Campus.  Their contacts around the world 
and especially in the pharmaceutical arena should bring 
many clients to the county to locate in the Campus as 
well as many other commercial endeavors serving the 
community at large and the medical field. 

Progress Energy attended a joint Board meeting of 
HFTC and Brightwater and presented the plans for 
lighting of the roadways leading into the park.  LED 
lighting was selected for its brightness and efficiency of 
illuminating without the glare. 

Health Science Building

 

The Health Science Building plans are moving forward 
with the acceptance by the Board of Commissioners of 
the concept.  Additional steps of approval will need to 
follow but Red Rock Development will soon have the 
green light to begin final design and construction of the 
facility.  The training that will be provided in this facility 



of numerous health professionals will offer citizens the 
opportunity to gain the skills necessary to work at the 
hospital and a variety of medical offices.  It will also 
allow many who test themselves with the Central 
Carolina Community College training to realize that they 
can go the next step and move forward with a degree 
from Campbell University in Pharmacology or as a 
Physician’s Assistant or an OD, Doctor of Osteopathic 
Medicine. 

More Views of Progress: 

Harnett Health System from start to today! 
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      Grading, footings, etc. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  Before you knew it…… 
 

 
Topping off stage 
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